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The EXAMINER. 





From WHandap June 1, to Frtdap Fane 5, 1713. 





oe . 
———— Ne nininne Pp, 


Rebufque fidentes, avita 


Tecla velint repartee Troje. 


Horace. 





HE Defign of my prefent Paper is to give 

fome Account of the Roman Catholicks and 

Facobites, or Non-Furors, now refiding 

among us, and upon what Foot that In- 

tereft at this time ftands. When I confi- 

der their Numbers and Circumftances, 1 can give no 
other Reafon for entring upon this Subjeé, but that 
the leaft Things ought by no means to be neglected : 
Tho’, when j reflect on the monftrous Reports and 
Fidions which the Whigs have {pread abroad concerning 
them, and how Sanguin a Party they are in themfelves, 
held together by ftrong Delufions, and for thefe Twenty 
Tears laft paft, contracting the Date of their Expeéta- 
tions, and feldom remov'd above Six Months from the 
Accomplifhment of their Withes, I may be drawn in to 
think they are truly Great and Formidable. But to 
convince us, that our Apprehenfions of this kind are 
very Unreafonable and Ill-grounded, the former of 
thefe, the Papifts, have been lately mumber'd by Autho- 
rity, and in a more ftri& acurate manner, than when 
the Whigs, who pretend to watch them fo very clofely, 
and to be fo oll asqusiinel with their Quota, under- 
took to give us a Lift of their Forces ; and to our agree- 
able Surprize we find, that they bear no manner of 
Proportion even to many of thofe Sects, whofe Prin- 
ciples and Praétices are equally deftructive of our Reli- 
gion and Government. The Difcouragement they lie 
under is fo very great, and the Law regards them with 
an Eye of fo much Vigilance and Severity, that in this 
= we are infinitely more Careful than the Stares- 
eneral ; tho’ the Party, who have fo often flung this 
Cavil at us, will by no means allow that the Proteffant 
Religion is in any manner of Danger from that Quarter. 
It is true, we have feveral Families of Note entirely 
engag’d in this Intereft, 1 mean of Note with mee 
to their Antiquity, the Figure they once made in Fng- 
land, and the Largenefs of their Fortunes and Eftates ; 
but’ as to Leaders of Ability, Men of popular Cha- 
tatters, and an enterprizing Genius, they feem to be 
utterly at a Lofs for fuch Conduéters, to Head their feat- 
ter'd Remains, or attempt the Retrieving of a Caufe fo 
Forlorn and Defperate. Thofe among them who once 
filled this Station, are now Dead or Difpers’d beyond 
Sea, and in a late Unbappy Reign gave us fuch a wretch- 
ed Pattern of their Management, by pufhing their 
Royal Patron into inevitable Ruin, and underhand do- 
ing the Drudgery of the Jtalian Papijfs, who had com- 
bin'd to oppofe the Allies of France in favour of the 
Houfe ot Aupria, that if thefe doughty Politicians were 
fill in Being, and at the Helm of their Affairs, we 
fhould have no manner of Reafon to look on them as a 
terrible Enemy on account of their Commanders. 


Te is no doubt but the Catholicks beyond Sea with 
well to their Brethren of England, and would affift them 
with fomething more than their Prayers, if ever it were 
in their Power, or fhould a favourable Opportunity 
Prefent it felf; but yet I cannot fee how they can be 


taken into the Protection of any one Crown or Poten- 
tate, if any could be found mad enough to undertake 
fo Romantick an Enterprize, when they are Split and 
Divided into almoft gs many Sentiments and Opinions 
as they have Confeffors: Some admit the Gallican Lati- 
tude, others tie themfelves up to the Tramontane ftri&- 
nefs ; fo that they have no common Cement, but 
what is purely Nominal, and no Perfonal Refuge but 
the Pope, whofe Brata Fulmina cannot keep his own 
Sons in awe, much lefs a Remote Body of Hereticks, 
whofe Approaches he has much more reafon to dread, 
than we Live 

It is come to that Pafs, that very few Catholicks care 
to ftay with us, but thofe whofe TZerrt Firma detains 
them here ; and this alone would engage them to de- 
cline any Attempts which may be made from beyond 
Sea in their Favour, now they are reduced to fuch Ex- 
tremities: For the bare Rumour of fuch a Defign is 
eg to leave them at the Mercy of an Incens’d 

Aob. 

As for their Prieffs and Miffionaries, 1 am in no 
manner of Pain ; provided they do not creep into 
Meetings, or enter upon their Minifterial Funétion, by 
joining with the Dei/rs and Free-Thinkers. We have a 
Clergy, whofe Examples breath another Air of Piety 
than what is Founded upon Ignorance and Superftition, 
and whofe ftrong Reafons they dare not undertake to 
Anfwer, for fear their own Communicants fhould Read 
and Underftand them. Whilft the Flock is under thefe 
Shepherds, the Wolf will be moft in danger of being 
made a Prey. Whilft the Church of England is Pre- 
ferved and Supported in its Purity, Popery, for its own 
fake, will keep at a diftance, and decline the Difpute, 
unlefs it can back its Arguments with a Crvifado, or an 
Armada more Invincible than the La. 1 laugh ar an 
Idle Story of Cargoes of Trinkets and Relitls imported 
hither, which may ferve to fright a few weak Splena- 
tick Creatures, whofe Religion is nothing elfe but Az- 
tipathy: The opening of their Toyfhop were enough, 
in my Opinion, to wean any Rational Creature trom 
fetting his Affeétions, much lefs his Confcience, upon 
Nicknacks and Trifles, when the Purchace of them is 
to caft fo very dear: And I care not how often they 
Expofe themfelves, fince what moves our Ridicule, 
will, | believe, hardly Shock our Judgment, or Over- 
turn our Reafon. Laftly, if we confider how the Dif- 
pofitions of our People ftand towards Popery, the Dan- 
ger of it will appear to be ftill more Defpicable and 
Chimerical. The Roman Catbolicks are become the com- 
mon Butt and Mark of every Political and Religious 
Declaimer. 1 muft own, we ought rather to Pity than 
Hate them ; but I will not fay fome Part of the general. 
Odium is injuftifiable, left 1 fhould be charged with a 
Defign to leffen it ; tho’ I could with, that we really 
held A:ber/ts, ry oe Enthufiafts, and Republicans, in the 
fame Degree of Averfion. In fhort, Popery is become a 
Proverbial Term of Aptupathy, a Raw-Head, and Scare- 


Crom ; 





Crow ; and the Whigs know this fo well, that they think 
it fufficient at any time to begin the Cry as a Prelude to 
their own mifchievous Defigns, whenever they have a 
mind to call the Mob to Arms, or Alarm the People 
with a Panick, that may produce Mutiny and Contu- 
fion. Upon the whole, when thefe Particulars are 
throughly weigh d and confider'd, it will come very near 
a Demonftration, that the Danger of Popery is meer 
Cant and Amufement, a Fear where no Fear 15, the Ar- 
tifice and Stratagem of a defeated Party, in order to 
draw us off from the juftergApprehenfions of more real 
and folid Perils. We plainly fee, that the Roman Ca- 
tholick Church hath given us over, and defpairs of ever 
recovering England to her Intereft: If then the Whig:, 
in {pite of all Appearances, will ftill pronounce them 
to be a formidable Body, they muft form their Judg- 
ment from a thorough Knowledge of themfelves, ay 
their own Defigns. Indeed, whilft they go on to weake 
the Hands of the a and the Minstry, to promote 
Diforder and Confufion, to difturb Mens Minds with 
unneceflary Fears and Jealoufics, to weaken the Church 
with caufelefs Schifms, and divide the Proteftant Intereft 
into oppofite Parties and fentelefs Diftinétions, to op- 
pofe a Peace fo beneficial to our moft Holy Religion, 
and the Reformed Churches abroad, and to keep up that 
Spirit of Comention and Fury which rages far and 
near, they are doing the Work of Popery, Sapping the 
Reformation, and making a Breach for our old Enemies 
to enter at, who ever look’d on Anarchy as the Seafon 
of their Hopes, who fo readily join’d their Forefathers 
in the fame Good Old Caufe, and who at leaft expect 
more Favour under a Republican Scheme, as they find 
by Experience in Holland, than ever they can hope for 
under the prefent Admimiftration. Here then is the 
real Danger of Popery ; and tho’ the Fatlion may pre- 
tend that their Intentions are clear, yet the Confe- 
quences of their Principles and Aétions are not lefs 
Fatal to their Country. 


Hoc Ithacus velit @ magno mercentur Atridz. 


I come now to the Facobites or Nonjurors, who make 
another very terrible Corp: ae Referve in the Accounts 
and Mufter-Rolls of the Whigs; tho’ they would be 
puzzled to tell us, whether they dread them moft for 
their Numbers, their Conduét, or their Unanimity. It 
4s very Cruel and Uncharitable not to make fome Dif- 
ference between them and the Papi?s, when they have 
exerted themfelves in fo many excellent Difcourfes 
againft the Romifb Superftitions and Ufurpations ; but 
on the other Hand, I do not fee how they can Account 
for their agreeing with them in an Affair of fo much 
Concern to the Prote/fant Religion as is the Succeffion, 
when they know very well, that if the Swecejur be a 
Protefiant, the Papifts will difown him ; andif he bea 
Papift, the Proteffan: Church can never be Sate under 
his Government. It is certain, that fince Her Pre- 
fent Maycftys Accefion to the Throne, the Number 
‘of Nonzurors is vaftiy dimimifh’'d. The Depriv’d Bifhops 
are al] Dead, who for their Learning and Integrity were 
the Ornamets of that Party, and.had juftly merited 
the Eficem and Veneration even of their worft Ene- 
mies : “So that excepting Two or Three Men of Great 
Eminence in the Commonwealth of Letters, whofe 
Piety is the beft Security for their being peaceably dif- 
pofed, they fcem reduced to a very inconfiderable Re- 
mainder: Nor can this Remainder be preferv’d Whole 
and Entire ; but there is ever now and then a Defe&i- 


on. The lat Man of Note who left theth has, in my 
Opinion, given fo Full and Rational an Account of }y 
Allegiance, as deferved a better Anfwer than Banter 
which neither the Importance of the Subje&, nor };; 
manner of handling it, feem’d to Warrant or Excug 
For after all, Publick Oaths which recognize a ta. 
poral Right, muft be explain’d by thofe Laws, which 
conftitute and determine that Right, tho’ the Wordin 
of them may poflibly imply a Defign in the fir {;, 
pofers, That many of their Fellow-Subjects, efpeciaiiy 
of the Clergy, fhould not take them. Let the Nonjuyoy, 
in the mean time confider, how Inconfiftently they A4 
and Write at prefent, by damning the Revolution jy 
the Lump, when fo many of them, and thofe the mo§ 
Confiderable, went fuch Lengths in it, fome as far 3s 
the Invitation, the Convention, and Regency ; others on 
to the Abdication, the Vacancy, and Recognition > Which 
ey fhews they are by no means a confiftent United 
ody. And as a further Proof of this, and how f, 
their Pafhlon and Self-will has Hurry’d them to expo 
their Caufe, and call in Queftion their former Py). 
ciples, we fee them rend themfelves trom the Body of 
the Church, and affemble in feparate Congregations 
like Diffenters, not join’d to any Vi/ible Flead or Bilhrp 
in direét Violation of what fo many of them have { 
learnedly aflerted in behalf of Catholick Unity, and for 
which Mr. Dod—! and Mr. Ne/—n, two of their great. 
eft Ornaments, found themfelves under a Neceffity of 
Leaving them. Thefe are Marks of great Weaknefs and 
Degeneracy; but as to any Foreign Support, 1 will do 
them the Juftice to fay, That] believe they never yer 
wilhd to fee the Pretender come hither at the Head of 
an Army of Papi/s, or with a Force fuffigient to place 
the Yoke upon the Necks of all their Fellow-Subjeas: 
Neither, on the other hand, can they be fo very weak 
as to imagine, that any Popi/h Power will efpoute their 
particular Caufe, whilft they adhere to a Religion which 
fuch an Ally muft look on as a damnable Herefie, and 
think himfelf oblig’d to Extirpate. So that their laf 
Refuge is Refignation and Acquiefcence, which may en- 
title them to the Pity and Ae MA of the Govern- 
ment they live under. I neyer look’d upan the Pr 
tender’s hitereft to be worth a War ; but the Peace how- 
ever has quite funk it, fo that in a little time, it may, 
priaes be as Difficult to find his Perfon, as his 
wie. 

Let now the Whig; tell us, where are the mighty Ter- 
rors of this deadly Foe, which they have drefs’d up in 
fo many ghaftly Shapes and Colours? Let them thew 
us, Whether every thing beyond this State of the Cae 
be not horrid Calumny and Falfhood ; and, Whether it 
be for the Good of their Country, to Complement an 
Enemy, they call Inveterate, with an Imaginary Force, 
which even a falfe Rumour, fhould it once prevail, will 
naturally Augment? They are the beft Friends to a 
Pretender, who Intimidate a Country, who Divide and 
Enfeeble a Nation’s Strength, and lay it open, on every 
Side. Pretenders are the laft Refuge of a Aainecate Fa- 
tion, whofe. Thirft of Power is Ynfatiable, and who 
have given Proofs, that they will Refore any thing, 
that will Refore them. Should the fame Men apply to 
the fame Court, which formerly refufed them, but is 
now reduced to the Neceflity of taking up with any 
Alliance, we fhall have more fubftantial Reafon 0 
dread the Confequences, than ever the Whigs had to 
wwe the Pretender, if they are really not in his li 
tereil. 





LONDON: Printed for ‘fohn Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. 1713. 
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